
DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMMUNITY DISTRICT

2020-2021
Student Code of Conduct



What is the Code of Student Conduct?

• Student Code of Conduct (“Code”), ensures that every 
student in every school will be provided with a safe and 
secure environment in which to pursue the excellent 
educational opportunities available. 

• Code governs student behavior at all district 
schools/programs, including career technical and 
vocational schools, alternative schools, and self-
governing schools. 

• The jurisdiction of the Code covers infractions that occur 
on school grounds, on school buses or in other school 
vehicles, during school-sponsored field trips, when 
connected with school- related events and activities and 
when students are in route to or from school.



3

Students’ Rights

The right to 
due process

The right to be 
taught by 
effective 
teachers.

The right to a 
socially, 

emotionally, 
and physically 

safe and 
positive school 

climate.

The right to a 
free public-

school 
education, 
equitable 
academic 

resources, and 
inclusive 

teaching and 
learning 

environments in 
all classrooms.

The right to be 
treated with 
respect and 

dignity by the 
school 

community.

The right to 
participate in 
decisions that 

affect their 
education.

The right to 
positive school 

disciplinary 
policies and 

practices.
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Students’ Responsibility

Respond in a timely manner to communications from school.

Show respect for school property and respect the property of others.

Be truthful about and accountable for your actions. Make an effort to correct and improve unsafe behavior with the support of teachers and 
staff.

Behave in a manner that contributes to a safe learning environment and which supports the rights or others to learn.

Meet the standards of behavior in the Code of Conduct and abide by it.

Abide by and follow other school rules, regulations, and policies.

Help maintain a school Ensure the school is updated with accurate contact information including, but not limited to, home address, telephone 
number(s), and e-mail address. free of weapons, illegal drugs, controlled substances and alcohol.

Attend school and receive a free and appropriate public education with equitable resources

Demonstrate pride in self and academic future by dressing appropriately for school and school functions.



Positive Behaviors Interventions & Supports (PBIS)

I am respectful!

I am responsible!

I am safe!
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Dress Code 2020-2021
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COVID-19 Recommendations & Expectations
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COVID-19 Recommendations & Expectations
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COVID-19 Recommendations & Expectations
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K12 Online Learning Expectations
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Online Classroom Etiquettes & Expectations

• Mute your mic while the teacher or a classmate is speaking.

• Type questions in the chat so that you do not interrupt class.

• Use the chat for questions about class only.

• Always use appropriate language. Always use kind, thoughtful words.

• Wear appropriate attire similar to what you would wear to school.

• Refrain from eating/drinking while class is in session.

• Do your best to pay attention and participate.

• Leave the meeting when class is over.

• Ask permission before sharing class content.

• Only post classroom appropriate materials.

• Always be safe, responsible, and respectful.
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Classification of Infractions (Point System)

To further support disciplinary expectations, level infractions will be provided a point 
value. Once students reach sixteen (16) or more points, in any combination, during 
one school year, students may be referred to the Hearing Officer for possible placement 

in an alternative school or program.

Infractions of the Student Code of Conduct are grouped into four levels:

Level 1: Minor (1 point)

Level 2: Moderate (2 points)

Level 3: Major (3 points)

Level 4: Severe (Referral to Hearing Officer)
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Level 1 Infractions

Level 1 Infractions

To ensure students are 
provided opportunities 

to function in an 
environment conducive 

to learning.

Level 1

INFRACTIONS:

• FAILURE TO FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS/INSUBORDINATION

• REFUSAL TO IDENTIFY SELF

• USE OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION DEVICES (“ECD”) SMART 
PHONES, CELLULAR PHONES OR OTHER DEVICES THAT CAUSE 
DISRUPTION WHILE ON SCHOOL PROPERTY

• IMPROPER OR UNAUTHORIZED USE OF SCHOOL 
MATERIALS/EQUIPMENT

• CHEATING/ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

• INAPPROPRIATE DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION

• LOITERING/TRESPASSING

• SKIPPING/CUTTING CLASS (New to the Code.)

• INAPPROPRIATE DRESS/GROOMING

• ROUGH PLAY (New to the Code.)
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Level 2 Infractions

Level 2 
INFRACTIONS:

• PROFANITY/OBSCENITY TOWARD STAFF

• POSSESSION OF DANGEROUS OBJECT(S)

• THEFT OR RECEIPT OF STOLEN PROPERTY

• EXTORTION, COERCION OR BLACKMAIL

• DEFACEMENT OF PROPERTY

• *INTERFERENCE WITH OR INTIMIDATION OF SCHOOL PERSONNEL

• INTERFERENCE WITH THE MOVEMENT OF PUPILS IN AND OUT OF SCHOOLS, BETWEEN SCHOOLS, OR BETWEEN HOME 
AND AN ASSIGNED SCHOOL

• HARASSMENT STUDENT – COVERS VERBIAGE OF PREVIOUS B01 (Updated)

• GAMBLING

• VERBAL ABUSE

• FORGERY/GIVING FALSE INFORMATION OR IDENTIFICATION

• ABUSE OF TECHNOLOGY

• *FIGHTING – MUTUAL COMBAT, MUTUAL ALTERCATION

• *INITIATIATING A FIGHT

• *RESPONSE TO A PHYSICAL ATTACK

• SEXUAL HARRASSMENT (I)

• FAILURE TO SERVE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED DISCIPLINE

• LEAVING SCHOOL PREMISES WITHOUT PERMISSION

• HAZING

OBSCENITY 
TOWARD 

STUDENTS
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B14 Fighting Mutual Combat, Mutual Altercation
B15 Initiating A Fight

1st Referral:
Parent Conference, Restorative Practice: Circle and 1-2 days ISS

2nd Referral:

Parent Conference, Restorative Practice: Circle, Restorative Behavior Agreement, 
1-day OSS and 2 days ISS

3rd Referral:
Restorative Practice: Formal conference (Circle for B15), 2 days OSS and 1-day 

ISS, and Referral to Hearing Officer

Updated:
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Level 3 Infractions

Level 3

INFRACTIONS:

•POSSESSION OF A KNIFE

•DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY

•THEFT OR RECEIPT OF STOLEN PROPERTY

•SEXUAL MISCONDUCT

•SEXTING

•FORGERY/FRAUD

•BULLYING/CYBERBULLYING

•POSSESSON OF PROHIBITED SUBSTANCE OR OBJECTS

•USE OR POSESSION OF ILLEGAL OR CONTROLED SUBSTANCES

•GANG ACTIVITY

•ADMITTANCE OF UNATHOURIZED INDIVDUALS INTO SCHOOL BUILDINGS

•FALSE ALARM

•OTHER ILLEGAL CONDUCT

•*SEXUAL HARRASMENT LEVEL II (Updated)

•VERBAL ASSAULT

•OTHER EGREGICOUS CONDUCT AS DETERMINED BY DISTRICT LEVEL STAFF
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Updated Level C Infractions

Level C Infraction Update

C07 Bullying/Cyberbullying

Victims of bullying will be automatically referred for 
counseling and the parent will be notified.

C14 Sexual Harassment Level (II)

•1ST Referral: Report to Title IX Coordinator – DO NOT 
PROCEED WITH ANY OTHER STEPS UNTIL DIRECTED BY THE 
OFFICE OF EQUITY, ADVOCACY and CIVIL RIGHTS
•2nd Referral: Report to Title IX Coordinator – DO NOT 
PROCEED WITH ANY OTHER STEPS UNTIL DIRECTED BY THE 
OFFICE OF EQUITY, ADVOCACY and CIVIL RIGHTS
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Level 4

INFRACTIONS:

•POSSESSION OF A FIREARM

•POSSESSION OF OTHER DANGEROUS WEAPONS

•USE OF A WEAPON OR AN OBJECT AS A WEAPON

•PHYSICAL ASSAULT TO AN EMPLOYEE, VOLUNTEER OR CONTRACTOR

•PHYSICAL ASSAULT TO ANOTHER STUDENT CAUSING GREAT BODILY 
HARM

•BOMB OR SIMILAR THREATS

•ARSON

•SALE/DISTRIBUTION OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES OR ILLEGAL 
MATERIALS

•CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT

Level 4 Infractions



Attendance Expectations

✓Students are expected to attend all classes each day. 

✓Students are expected to be on time for each class 
during the school day. 

✓Students are to remain in school the entire school day. 

✓Students are expected to maintain a ninety-six percent 
(96%) attendance rate. 

✓The District complies with the Michigan Compulsory 
School Law, which states that all students between the 
ages of six (6) and eighteen (18) are to attend school 
during the entire school year. 
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Poor attendance may lead to failure

Skip 
school?

Go to 
school?

EVERY DAY COUNTS:  “On Time, Every Day, All Day”



Chronic Absenteeism

Chronic absenteeism and habitual truancy are important predictors of school 
performance, including high school graduation. Average daily attendance rates 
often mask the number of students who are chronically absent - which equates to 
missing at least ten percent of the school year or approximately eighteen (18) 
school days for any reason.

Levels of Chronic Absenteeism:

• Satisfactory Attendance Students who miss 5% or less of total school days are 
considered to have.

• At Risk of Becoming Chronically Absent (At Risk)Students who miss 5%-10% of 
school days are at risk.

• Chronically Absent Students who miss 10%-20% of total school days.

• Severely Chronically Absent  Students who miss 20% or more of total school 
days.
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By college, a student with excessive 

absences will have an 11% chance of 

receiving any degree.

The leading indicator that a student will 

drop out of school  is the 6th grade is their 

attendance.

More than ten percent of kindergarten and first 

graders with excessive absences have a 81% 

chance of reading below grade level in third 

grade.

DID YOU KNOW?

Between 8th and 12th grade students with 

excessive absences is 7.4 times more likely to 

drop out of school.

EV
ER

Y
D

A
Y

-1
8

0

Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress
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Terms to Know



A
B

SEN
C

ES A
D

D
 U

P

Every Day Counts:  180 Days



Levels to Attendance



Make the Right Choice



On Time Everyday!



Attendance 
Expectations 



Extended 
illness with 

medical 
verification 

(ex: surgery)

Chronic Illness 
with medical 

documentation

Acute illness 
with medical 

documentation
stating why 

student should 
not attend 

school

Disciplinary 
suspensions, 

either in 
school or out-

of-school

Funeral of 
immediate 

family  



Religious 
Holidays

Severed weather 
excused by school 

district/parent
for students that 
do not have bus
transportation

Court 
appointments due 
to custody issues 
or subpoenaed as 

witness



Dental and 
Doctor 

appointments

Minor Illness 
(parent 

notification 
appreciated)

Court 
appointments 

due to 
individual’s 

own mistake

Vehicle
(Transportation) or 

Traffic Problems

Vacation Days



Skipping 
classes,

oversleeping, 
missed the 

bus 

Parent sick,
baby sitting,

nothing to wear
to school

employment or 
interviews 

(unless through 
an approved 

school program
Birthdays

Senior “Skip Day”

Don’t feel like 
attending 

school



9 Days

Intervention by 
attendance agent: 

Attendance Intervention 
Plan developed and 

implemented

MONITORING

ATTENDANCE 

1-5 Days

Teacher will 
contact parent

7-8 Days

Attendance agent 
intervention, home visit, 
daily check-in monitoring, 

meeting with parent 

6 Days

Attendance agent 
intervention, home visit, 

daily check-in 
monitoring, meeting 

with parent 
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I’M IN 180 I’M IN 180

I’M IN 180



DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMMUNITY DISTRICT

EXPECT RESPECT


